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1 following Diſcourſe i l >. 
to the Public, not as a ſpecimen of good | 
compoſition, or as a ſubject for criticiſm, but 
as a detail of plain, practical, and important 
Truths, which concern every perſon; and 
eſpecially at the preſent ſeaſon; while e 
judgments of Gop are abroad in the land. 
It was preached to a plain We | 
to which Truth i is of more. value, than stile, 1 
and Simplicity than the flowers of Rhetoric : 0 | | 
and if read with meekneſs, and a deſire of | 
improvement, will, the Writer hopes, 
through the divine blefling, prove uſeful 
to the ſpiritual ; WR eternal cc concerns bh 


mankind. 
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\ Ezek. ix. 3, 4. «i 6. A 805 
4 e l r AY 208d * 
had the writer s ink-horn by bis fide; and the Lond ſaid 
Er 228 
be forcheads 


unto bym, Go t 
5 , and rip 


of the men that b, and that cry for 2 
that be done in the midſt thereof. 2e 
ſaid in mine hearing, Go ye er him throagh the city, 


and ſmite : let not your eye pure, neither 
Slay utterly old and young, both, maids, 2 Thos 


ren, and women; e 
is the mark; ke datos fine - 


NOTHING wn mam ſega 7 
bands of wickedneſa, or encourage the impe- 
nitent ſinner in his impious courſes, than that groſj- 
ly falſe, yet too generally ſecretly indulged opin- | 
ion, that Gov either does not behold the iniquity 
mankind, or elle is too merciful to puniſh it accond- 1 
ing to his word. 1 Did men really believe the orn- Ws 
niſcience, the an juſtice of Gon, direc * +1 
pleaſant! me NE N. 
diſobedience to his commands. N 
that his eye was upon them, — 4 
muſt follow their evil ways, would y embitter 
their ſinful delights, if not wholly. prevent their 
purſuit after them.—To ſtifle or remove this con- 


viction, r 


emy 


1 rod as 0 


rupt hearts; e d ET. 
— our minds admit that infidel f 


does not ſee, the holy one oj Ib dere red, the 
point is gained 15. G e eee 
are relaxed; and men, whi purſue the paths | 


diſobedience, can roll fin as a Rar morſel under | 
| their tongues. A — 


This falſe and i impious notion of God, ill f in. 2 


general be diſcovered, where {in is indulged. andthe 
authorit and threatenings of 9 are leſpiſed. R. 


Ke c upon the Uraelites. in the pre- 
S e wüten 1 as the principle 
which ſuppo n ge abornina tions. J 


10 demonſirge the Ie and countera®t the 
2 of . pn, 2 10 peer 5 

revel: AN * YO Prop | 

ant ee Gov we e played Here 

and juſtice o are re.it.is 
— that the eyes of he Yep 2 to and fro 
throu gh the earth — that they obſerve, not only tùhñge 
2 actions, but ſecret thoughts of men and 
that he takes notice of them for this important and 
| el Nee ö i neſs, and 


finner remember that Gov ſees im, and gives him 
every reaſon to expect, that he ſhall prove it. 
reaping the roof his tanfgroſion. In the ei 5 
4 ninth chapters before us, Gov. reveals to the 
Prophet what the Irae lites fancied to be concealed 


from his knowledge, and authoriſes Ezekiel to de- 


elare, that — their injuſtice, their ; 
impurity, their idolatry, their conternpt of his fa- 
— — ſhould not go He 
y attend to it he 


t beeauſe of their ä 2 » 


deal with them in fury: mix ox fue, rnb 
wilt I baue pity; and thaugh they cry is mine care ] 
4 loud woice, yet wall I nat regard them. - Know then 
ye, who are living in of divine patience 
and mercy, that Gon will not always be.rrifled-withz - 
and ſeriouſly conſider, before it be too late, how 
dreadful ii ll inp his avenging hands Aw- 
ful muſt it be when mercy bids to unſheath 
the mne 


execute — — upon ungodly and imperutert 


long retard the blow. | 


compaſſion 
——ů his ſtrange act, yet 
ub and cauſe the un- 


godly to know, that his Greatenings wee raid... 


r the Lens proceeds to diſcloſe d 

3 puniſhing Iſrael's crimes, or at 
1 r 
r ; and excite terror 


in the wicked. The Load en ee, 
mmm RR *:) 


00 
£ Whether this cha be wholly figurative, or only. 
in part, may — — n 
| angels are defigned, who were 
dians of it, and are mentioned 2 
to inform us that ſin aims Jehovah againdt-u 
oonverts our mercies into meat of injury. 
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Li 
pretend to deeide . Whether — — — f 
with linen, who had the iti · hort. is intended % re- 


not 


Sri thay —— 
cs no 

them, — hafhiay manifeſt. Curio 
may engage us in theſe and other 


enquiries. d after 
5 . e leave da ik. 


nen FL 


the Lozp Jvaus, who-ſeals ee 


by 
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| inland nol unimproved. | Independant of ſuch 
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1 2 1 


particular, che text abounds with information, 


vhich through the Spirit's influence may be profit - 


able for reproof, eorrection, and inſtruẽtion in righi- 


ebuſneſs. May his bleſſing accompany our 3 


tions, arid an a it ene to our inen 


* 250 1. ' 14 


Our text clelriy e theſe: two — 50 thiss 
the juſtice of Goo will diſcover itſelf in the puniſh-; | 
ment — tranſgreſſors; and that while his wrath is 


red out upon them, he will not be forgetful of 
is people, but will either ſecure them from the ex- 


perience of evil, or will overrule their trials for their 
real advantage. The truth of theſe reflections max 
be illuſtrated by a ſeries of obſervations, which the 


text en vecaſions; The feſt » ſhall mention is, 
7 Tx 
1 That not only the 1 8 wy Jas 5 
nh; and the numerous threatenings of his word. 


but the general hiſtory of the Bible, and the expe- 


rience of all ages, ſupply us with ample teſtimony, 
that as fin does not _ the divine notice, it e | 


not pew pan 2 ry 


The hiſtory and ER WE. us, preſent a | 
Fo — ee of Go, e na peo 5 
ity, regardleſs of the divine will and nature; 
Se ey are fuffered to go on, till divine pa- 
tience ucing no alteration, divine juſtice at 


length threatens, calls forth the executioners of his 
Wrath, and commands them to ſmite the guilty 
* city. This account is of no private interpretation; ĩt | 


is no unuſual mode of divine diſpenſation; it is 
recorded for our example; and other parts of the 
_ word, as well as experience, ſpeak to the 
ame 

God isan holy God.- Sin is the obje of his ab- 


horrende. He cannot bear with it; nor can he but 


view _ 


1 


view widh;difpleafore thols perſans, y 
under the guilt and power of it. 
perfections of his nature, CD LT a gg 
vernment: and hence proceeti thoſe awful threatens, 
ings and dreadful — of anger; to nations 
and individuals, which abound in the bible. On tie 
account of fin, behold the people whom Gon had 
choſen for himſelf. ſmitten before their enemies: 
removed as captives and ſlaves to foreign nations: 
their city down and demoli and their 
chief glory, the temple, forſaken of Gop, and de- 
ſtroyed - In ſhort, ſee all the denounced curſes of 
Gov executed upon them the ſword devouring 
them, the peſtilence and famine — them, - 
and the remnant become, as now continue, an 
aſtoniſhment, a proverb, and a-by-word. But are 
they peculilar in this reſpect? Alas! no.— Did not 
lin exclude the glorified angels from ae and 
conſign them to everlaſting chains, under darkneſs, 
until the judgment of the great day? Did it not 
expel our firſt parents from Paradiſe, and involye 
all their poſterity in manifeſt indication of divine 
diſpleaſure? Was it not becauſe of this accurſed 
thing that the whole earth was overwhelmed win 
the deſtructive deluge? Was it not for this that 
the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah experienced 
the yengeance of eternal fire? Was it Cs en 7 
wickedneſs of the Canaanites, (Deus. 17255 Rr 
occaſioned them to be deſtroyed er. © {rae — | 
If revelation m ay be depended upon, theſe queſtions _ 
muſt be 5 in 9 — and to this evil 
muſt we trace up all the judgments of Goo Which 
_ red & We earth. n | 
of nations and individuals— Babylon - 
* this account; Nineveh was overthrown by it ; 
and-other 1 have been annihilated e 
the ſame cau ſays the wiſe man. is the te. 
proach e de it bringeth | n ruin 


upon them. 


But eng Gov — ſame, may 
ve not conclude, that there is ſufficienr reaſon ſorr 
every finful nation, and diſobedient perſon, to ex, 
pect divine wrath; and may we not further conſider 
the deſtruction of that people advancing, whoſe na- 
tional crimes are daily encreaſing. When lu 
and pride are foſtering infidelity and impiety, ba- 
niſhing the fear of Gob, and pouring contempt upon 
the glorious goſpel of his beloved Son; treating the 
precious doctrines of grace, and the only method of 
ſalvation, with negle& and ridicule, does it require 
the ſpirit of prophecy to indicate' the approaching 
diffolution of that ſtate, or atleaſt to predict ſome | 
evident tokens of divine anger? Might we not, with- 
out pretending to 3 wiſdom, attribute in a 
great meaſure the diſorders and diſtreſſes of a neigh- 
bouring people, to their abounding ungodlineſs and 
gratification of worldly luſts: and may we not with + 
the ſame reaſon inculcate the neceſſity of ſerious ap- . 
plication to Gov, that he would avert from this 
kingdom the great evils, which our fins have de- 
| ſerved. ' The controverſy is — The Lonůo is 
leading with us now, and if the upliſted ſcourge 
umble us not, we ſhall feel its deſtructive weight. 
— Similar cauſes wilt produce ſimilar effects, and 
as fin deſtroyed Iſrael, how can England, if we per- 
fiſt inthe ocation of our guardian, and 
protector, to avoid the ſame event 


But if nations eſcape not puniſtunent, much lefs 

ſhall individuals Ihe wicked ſball be turned into bell, 
and all the people which forget God. Pfal. ix. 17. The 
guilty ſhall not be ſpared when God enters into 
ment with nations; but upon them ſooner or later will 
he (Pfal. xl. 6.) ram ſnares, fire and brim/tone, and an 
horrible tempeſt. It is poſſible, that the wicked may 
avoid preſent evils, and feel no temporal marłs of di- 
vine diſpleaſure; but it remains upon the records of 
| N ET” 1: God; * 


F ts 


ſtall be punifeed ae everlaſting defirutd fromthe 
: array 8. g. This nd frm beg of bo jr | 


us, will be the end of impenitent finners, "while 
numerous witneſſes: ſupport the declaration, that 
even in this life, ſuch have no ſecurity againſt pre- 
ſent of juſtice. Often has Jehovah. aſſerted 
his authority, and viſited the fin of many with im- 
mediate tokens of his intli The impious. 
the unjuſt, the adulterer, drunkard, the ſab- 
bath-breaker, the ſwearer, have been arreſted in 
the midſt of their crimes, and marked as objects oi 
divine wrath. Need we refer 2 to Gehazi, the 
ſervant of Eliſha, ho for his and injuſtice, 
1 of Naaman cleavi to him —or to 
2d Sapphi pphira, who were dead with = 
the Be eee MI As ROLE . \ 
vouring to pervert the ways of Goo, was d r 
of ſight - or to Herod, ho inflated with „as 
; fmitten by the angel of the Loxy. — e and 
many others are examples, recorded in the volume 
of inſpiration: and ſurely if we admit the fu | 
tendance of divine provi ve cannot but allow 
that proofs of a ſimilar nature, may be. deduced from 
later occurrences. How often have we heard of in- 


2 


9 
” 
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| 1 has been 
| the Eabbath concluded the maof  ''' 7 
RY often have the wages of \ \ 
injuſtice been as a moth eating the -garment,.or , | - 
| —— 7 How has the drunk - 


ard been called in a ſtate of intoxication to the bar 
T, of Gov? And how often have the adulterer and for- 
3 nicator felt the conſequence of their crimes, in an 

8 F N 


. (4 


[404 : 4 
fin? This however we grant, is not the uſual mode 
of divine ling Gop generally endures with 
the diſobedient until by death 
tribunal to receive the juſt reward of their tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and then they will e that it is a bitter thing 
to ſin againſt Go Hell will then be diſcovered tio 
be a reality, though now trifled with as a mere bug- 


bear. 
* But we obſerve, FE: fk OUS taht? 
II. That when Gov ſhall &xermce his jullgment 
upon ſinful nations or perſons, ſinners of no age or 
ſex, neither Fang- or old, nor even thoſe diſtin- 
guiſhed by their union to the viſible church, and 

profeſſion of chriſtianity, can expect with any good 
reaſon to eſcape his wratg . 


' Go, ſaid the Lonxd, Slay utterly old and young, both 
maids and little children, and begin at my ſanttuary. 
We often read in the fcriptures of infants involved - 
in the puniſhment of their parents—Such diſpenſa- 


„ Shows may appear ſevere, but the Judge of all the 


earth muſt do right — His ways are ever ways of 


they are brought to his 


righteouſneſs — And let us remember, that even 


children are partakers of a corrupt nature; that dea 
by the ſword is no greater evil than by a diſorder ; 

and that an early temporal death, when followed 
by eternal life, is a peculiar bleſſing — Gop might 

remove the offspring from this world, to teſtify his 
great hatred of the parents fin, while he graciouſly 
received them to eternal happineſs. This proceed- 
ing would more particularly affect the Iſraelites, who 
were led to — long life and a poſterity, par- 


ticular indications of divine favour. 


x Our departing infants we contemplate with hope 
— they are eſcaping preſent evils, and, we truſt, not 
hu 2 R 


1 1 


. | 


too early beſpeak their corrupt origin to leave us 
1 of their natural de 7 0 
that on account of a — merit, they are 


ro ehole the face of oar heavenly Father in glory "4 
il. we 


Infants, incapable of knowing good' from ev 


therefore commit to the ſilent grave, in ſure and cer- 
tain of eternal ſalvation through Carts. but 
from this 

nation, n capable of knowing good 

they are an OOO to obey Gov; and _ 
influenced by duty, are expoſed to the 

of diſobedĩence. or ean any ſuch, however youn * 
if they die in . and unbelief, evade 
ſentence, ng core nog already pronounced 

all who depart Ns mak — dfett 
guilt 0 

—— belong—Except ye repent ye 
ſhall all ikewsfe per b. . Luke 1. Exept a man 
be born of the Spirit — the thing dams of Got, 


John iii. 5. e 


Mark xvi. 16. 


„ : 
os 9 


le 
51 need oung people 


what they ſtile pleaſure, which means the indulgence 
| of their hufls aut ef pe, in oppoſition to Gop and 
lineſs. Such falſe ideas receive a ſufficient an- 


wer, from the uncerinty of life, the reste of 


death, and the- declaration of Ge, + ii. 9. 


that, for all van, and finful delights, God will bring 


them into judgement — But ſhould they be called from 
their-worldly amuſemerts and carnal: ations, 
to the tribunal of Cunisr (and no ecurity have 
9 fuch an event) then what would it avaih 


ried we believe all in danger of condem- | 
from evil, 


power of ſin. To them the application 


gen ine, nc have - 
igi een youth is the 225 . 
enjoyment, and Would not be — with tige 


melancholy ſubjects of death; judgment, and eternij- (| 
ty; and that now their years uthoriſe the purſuit'of | 


that 


* 
— 


0141] 
that their time | had been ſo occupied. with trifles, or | 
ſo engaged in pleaſure, that they had no opportunĩ - 
ty for ſerious attention to their fouls? The proſpect 
of preſent evils is an additional argument for a re- 
gad to religion: if mel Sodom, were conſumed in 

the general deſtruction of a ſimilar overthrow 

nien Ur vain and thoughtleſs now. We 
know, a Gov impreſs the truth upon all — 
— cad that they os le 5 po 

are dead while they live; that the friendſhip 3 
world is enmity againſt God: and upon the ſame — 
imony we are aſfured, that the unrighteous, the for- 
nicator, the unclean, che laſeivious, the idolater, ank 
they who are influenced by hatred, varianee, eu- 


95 hation, wrath, — or ſpend their lives in 


| dreadful ſentenee—Depart from me, 
die workers of Iniquity. e 


drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch like, fhall not 
inherit the kingdom Gov. Sinners of every 5 
muſt prove this affertion true Oh chat our mi 
may feel the foroe of it before it be too late. The 
time will come, when reflections of this kind ET 


only __— our torrents. y 


Nor let any flatter themſelves with a Keb 
from thoſe judgments which await the ly, be- 
tauſe they are profeſſing Chriſtians. we only 
participate the external privil of | 
and are deſtitute of that faith which works by love, | 

our profeſſion is mere hypocriſy; and inſtead of diſ- 
tinguiſhing us as true Tipe of Cuntsr, expoſes 
us to the wrath of Gop will bring upon us that 
— vn not, | 

viſible 


| ehurch of Cinis, is: no ſecurity there the ſeni- 


tiny will be particularly exact. Begm at my fanc- — 
. was the — ths tons, id Ot thts 1 
approaches, when judgment will comrnence at the 
houſe of Bb. e 
n Matt. u nnn 


1 1 


life numbers build their 


nances of 
who were 


18 r, hut as all were not true 


viſible church of Cn H. Many, under the appear 
ance of God's children, ind = the evil defires and 
corrupt affetions of an unſanclified heart, and thus 


diſcoyer their ignorance of .CunzsT,.,and the pow- 
er of his ſalvation. Beware, . brethren, that you * 


ceive not yourſelves— b i bern. cannot deceive —_ and 


if you go on with fa when every refuge 


of lies — ſwept away, you wart] be left helpleſs and . 


hopeleſs with the Father of r in torments. 
We obſerve, | 


81 


mob IM be be mani againſt . 
ypocritica nd ungodly perſons, yet will 
the people GE bog t. bf tet. | 


Before the defizoyers ers are ph IR AT | 
Ferre. the man with the ink · horn is com- 
Nee 


manded to ſet a mark upon 
people, and the men with the ſlaughter 


are ordered not to .come near them. In 1 4 | 

manner were the Iſraelites e when the 
Their houſes 

ſprinkled wich — 


firſt-bom of Egypt w a diggs 


were, by divine 
and the angel, when he ſay it, paſſed. over 


| you have another inftance.of the ſame interpoſition 


of mercy. Orders are there given ta the angel com- 5 


miſſioned to hurt the earth and ſea, not io 
| 9 e 


ſealed 


expeQation of future: ſafe- 4 
| p pages Fa 


from Iſrael, ſo are nat. all 
real Chriſtians, who are ba tiſed and united to the 4 


m. That thou gh the Clos 
broad in the land, cher texr le day ſhould come, 


and left their children alive. In Rev. vii. Ai 


„t „ ß xwa 


ſealed in their foreheads. This point might be fur 
ther illuſtrated by ſcripture hiſtory : ' Noah, that 
eminent preacher of righteouſneſs to the antidelu- 
vians, found favour with God, and is a teſtimony 
of his faithfulneſs and care; for while the deluge 
overwhelmed the world, he remained ſafe inthe ark 
of divine appointment Lot, is another proof of the 
ſame obſervation, who, when the iniquities of So- 
dom called down fite from heaven, was delivered 
from the general deſtruction. We might adduce 
various other proofs, but theſe ſufficently ſhow, that 
though the urju be reſerved for puniſtiment, 'the : 
Lox, not only knows how, but often does deliver 
the godly from temprations. 


| lt is, however, a neceſſary remark, that the di- 
vine government does not always admit. of theſe 
eee e. may exiſt The children 
of Gop may partake of general calamities ; they 


WW.  . may be tried by the ſame judgments which afflict a 
1 ſimful nation; but, in ſuch caſes, the love of God, 
© to them is equally viſible. Temporal ' afflitians 
are not always real evils; but frequently bleffings 
in diſguiſe; and when Gop permits his people to 
feel them, they always prove ſo. Then are they 
like the bitter medicines of a ſkilful phyſician, or : 
| to adopt the-language of revelation, they are the chas- 
tiſements of ' a wiſe and tender parent, who ſees the 
| neceſſity of the rod. When the rod falls upon the 
righteous, the believers in J=svs, mercy ſuffers it, 
and love overrules it, for their advantage. It is not 
the ſcourge of wrath, with which the unrighteous is 
puniſhed, and which is the beginning of woes, but 
gracious chaſtenings, deſigned to conform them to 
the divine image, and make them meet for eternal” 
glory. Were it conſiſtent with the intereſts of his 


14438 
= 


= . 
» 2 * . * 
4 #3,” ; JE” " __ * 4 Y 
* 5 5 2 75 1 2 - 92 * 


people, Gop would ve them from'tribulation; - 
but hen it is not, thought he tries thern, he will be 


f 


- 


1 

their purifier, and bring them forth as gold. In the 
furnace they ſhall not loſe any thing but droſs: he 
will fit by them, and order both heat and time ac- 
cording to infinite wiſdom and unchangeable love. 
This being the caſe, it is their pegs to rej 5 
in the Loxp at all times, and bleſs him no le 6 
ſeaſons of adverſity, than when proſperity ſhines — 
on them. It is their intereſt to be afflicted, ſince God 

engages neither to leave, or forſake them, nor ſuffer 
them to he tempted — they are — to ___ 

temptation to a way for their eſca 

Con will earedly * Far m_ ave 2 people from, 
or ſave them through tribulation; while the ungod- 
ly experience his wrath, as a foretaſte of future 
indignation. 


When the grand manifeſtation of Gov's dif plea- 
ſure — ſin ſhall be made, and 14 Kg ws — 
p_ his righteouſneſs, ſhall the 
nction _— them who = Gov, and 
cit fear him not, be ſeen—while the wicked 
tremble through fearful forebodings, ſhall Cazrsr 
appear to be glorified in his Saints, and admired in all 
_ that believe. Then who are ſealed by the 
ſpirit will not be confounded; their ſeals will prove 
em known of Gov, and diſcharged from the curſe - 
of the law and prevent the {word of vindictive juſtice 
from coming near them —CarsT will own them, 
place them on his right hand; and hen his juſtice 
commands the impenitent and unbeliev — {ww to _ 
laſting torments, will the voice of grace 
them come and inherit the kingdom of — 
faith and hope ſhall be ſwallowed up in open viſion 
and full fruition of Gov, all their ſorrows will ceaſe 
for ever, and their felicity be complete and unceaſing 
— there will they find that all their worldly fufferings 
wrought out for them a far more abundant and eternal 
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' _ tion of the human mind fell infinitely ſhort in the 
eſtimate of what Gap had prepared for their enjoy- 
ment. Thus ſhall it be experienced by the perſons to 
whom Cur1tsT ſhall now give (as expreſſed Rev. ii. 
17. and iii. 12.) the white ſtone, in which the new 
name is written, on whom he ſhall write the name 
of Gov, and the city of God, or whom he ſhall make 
rtakers of his holy ſpirit, and adopt into the fami- 
% of Gon. Bretheren, do you not with to be num- 
bered with theſe characters? Surely, it is your grand 
intereſt that you ſhould — perhaps you flatter your- 
ſelves that you are. The text occafions a fourth ob- 
ſervation, which attended to, may enable you to de- 
cide whether you be or not. | 


IV. The people of Gop behold the wickedneſs | 
of the world with real forrow and diftreſs. 


The perſons marked according to the text, were 
they who ſighed and cried, for all the abominations 
done in Jeruſalem. This is a moſt difcriminating 
evidence of our being God's e. The ways of 
finners, not only excite in ſuch an averſion, but 
godly ſorrow : they grieve to ſee how their God-is 
diſhonoured, and precious ſouls injured thereby. 
To this effect, ſpeaks the Pſabmiſt — Horror hath 
taken hold upon me, becauſe of the wicked, which for 
fake thy law — I beheld the tranſgreſſors aud was griev- 
ed, becauſe they kept not thy word— Rivers of waters 
run down mine eyes, becauſe they keep not thy law. St. 
Paul aſſures us, that he contemplated with weep- 
ing, thoſe who were enemies to the Croſs of C1 
and it is mentioned of Lot, that his righteous ſoul 
was vexed from day to day, with the unlawful deeds 
of the Sodomites. The real chriſtian cannot .behold 
_ fin without diſtreſs. He conſiders its ition to 
the holy nature of God, how it tramples upon his 

authority, and caſts contempt_upon all his 1. 


ions. 
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perfeclions. He judges of it, by its injurious in- 
fluence upon the ſoul, in defacing the divine image, 
and incapacitating it for divine communion and en- 
joyment. He eſtimates its evil, by its dreadful ef- 
fects in the human ſoul, and in the world at large; 
by the ſacrifice of the Son of God, required for 
its deſtruction; and by the tremendous puniſhment 
prepared for the impenitent and unbelieving. This 
view, while his ſoul is conſtrained by the love of 
God, not only affects him with an hatred of ſm, 
but with diſtreſs on account of its prevalence. 
He cannot perceive his God treated with irfult, 
and immortal ſouls deftroyed, without concern. 
Others may trifle with fin, or look upon the wick- 
dneſs of mankind with indifference; but as ſoon 
-ould he ſport with the racking pains of the diſor- 

'lered ; yea, as ſoon could he TOR at the anguiſh 

of the damned, as ſee fin abounding, and paſs by 

it without grief. Brethren, what are your views 

of fin? How do you behold the world lying in 

wickedneſs? Do you mourn over it? Do you cry 

out againſt it, or bear your teſtimony againſt it by 

your conduct and converſation? What reply does 

conſcience make ? What does your life declare ? 
If they prove your diſagreement with the people of 
God, you have no reaſon to expect the interpoſition 
of God, for your ſafety in days of evil. 


From what has been ſaid upon this ſubjeA, .you 
may —— 1. learn the great. neceſſity of belong- 
ing to God as his people: if He be yours ; and you 
ſealed by his ſpirit as his, the language of David, 
Pf. xci. 3. to g. is not inapplicable to your caſe. 
Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler : 
and from the noiſome peſtilence. He ſhall cover thee with 
his feathers, and under his wings ſhalt thou truſt : bis 
truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. Thou ſhalt not be 
afraid for the terror by night : nor for the arrow 25 
el 
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flieth by day: nor for the peſtilence that wallethb in 
darkneſs : nor for the deſtruttion that waſteth at noon- 

day. A thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten thou- 
ſand at thy right hand: but it ſhall not come nigh thee. 
Only with thine eyes ſhalt thou behold, and ſee the re- 
ward of the wicked. Happy is your ftate : no good. 

ſhall be witheld from you, and no real evil ſhall 
affect you. That nothing injure you, the Lord 
will keep, you night and day; and in tribulation, ' 
or diſtreſs, in perſecution, or famine, in nakedneſs, 
peril, or ſword, in life or death, he will be with 
you, will bring you off more than conquerors, and 
at laſt will cauſe you to triumph over all, in ever- 
laſting glory. You need not fear, your God is a 
preſent, and an all-ſufficient help in the day of trou- 
ble — All his attributes are engaged for you, and 
they muſt fail before you can — and hence we may 
ſay, come life, come death, all is yours, for you are 
CarrsT's. 


But upon examination, are you deſtitute of any 
evidence of acceptance with God, and intereſt in 
his covenant? Have you no reaſon to approach 
him as your reconciled Father; but, on account of 
your continued neglect of Chriſt, and diſobedience 
of his holy will, to behold him as your adverſary, 
whoſe wrath is upon you? Then reflect upon the 
danger of your ſtate, and the neceſlity of immediate 
repentance and faith. While grace reigns through 
Chriſt, and Ixsus continues the mediator, ſeek him 
to bring you nigh to God, that being accepted, par- 
doned, and juſtified, you may be the objects of di- 
vine care, and be prepared for endleſs gl 
Through Chriſt alone, can you have acceſs to God, 
and obtain an intereſt in his favour—He only can 
adopt you into the family of Jehovah, and make 
you his children — He only can bring you to the 
enjoyment of Chriſtian privileges, -and unite you 

| to 
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to God in an everlaſting covenant.— Go then to 
Chriſt by faith, and plead with him for your ſouls, 
leaſt ye periſh. | 


2. —— What great reaſon there is, why our 
hearts ſhould be affected with the evil of fin, and 
ſhould mourn over ungodly ſinners. This diſpo- 
ſition diſtinguiſhes the le of God —It proves 
that our minds are enlightened, and our hearts con- 
verted by the divine Spirit; it evinces our relation to 
God, our love to his law, and our zeal for his glory' 
and it demonſtrates our union to Chriſt, . and 
reality of our faith. Where fin is hated, and where 
the commiſſion of it excites godly ſorrow, the ſpirit 
of Chriſt dwells; but where it is indulged with 
pleaſure, or conſidered as an indifferent thing, the 
mark of the beaſt is enſtamped upon the forehead 
of 25 rſon, and the * is his —, ſaith 
St. John, (1. Ep. 3. 8.) that committeth fin is 
the devil. "ba look at ſin in the glaſs 4. 
the law, and contemplate it as repreſented in the 
goſpel; obſerve the evils it has already produced, 
and reflect upon what it will yet be tive of. 
It brought death into the world, and all our woe; 
it eſtranged us from God; it crucified the Lord of 
glory ; and will, except deſtroyed, deſtroy us, both 
body and ſoul for ever. Is it then a little evil, a 
trifle of ſmall importance? Ah, no! | 


3._—_—With how little propriety the ſinner rejoices 
in his ſinful ways, and boaſts himſelf of fin. If the 
accurſed thing be in his heart, it will involve him 
in miſery. Achan might poſſibly have been pleaſed, 
when the golden wedge, and Babyloniſh garment, 
were ſafely hid in his tent; but did the event ſhew 
reaſon for 1 advantage did theſe iniquitous 
fruits afford him? As much as your's will you, O ſin- 
ner: they brought death upon him; and though you 
may 


1 
may eſeape for à ſeaſon, be aſſured, your ſin will 
find you out, and convince you of its injurious and 
deſtructive nature. Like Ahab, you may encompaſs 
our wiſhes, and get riches by injuſtice, or obtain 
enſual gratifications by oppoſition to God's will; 
yet ſoon he whoſe eye is upon you, will call you to 
- Account, and reward you according to your fins. 
Wherefore let my counſel be acceptable unto you, 
deſpiſe not the patience of God, abuſe not his mercy, 
inſult not his authority, nor provoke his wrath. 
Who can deliver from his hand, or what can ex- 
tinguiſh the fire of his wrath ? Stop then, ſinner, in 
thy mad career, and before the unquenchable flames 
of hell ſurround thee, call not for encreaſing con- 
demnation upon thy guilty head, but for mercy to 
pardon thy ſins, and change thy heart. | 


Sin may be like St. John's book, ſweet in the mouth 
but itwill be bitter afterwards; for though, asSolomon 
obſerves, Eccleſ. viii. 12. 13. a ſinner do evil an bun- 
dred times, and his days be prolonged, yet ſurely I know 
that it ſhall be well with them that fear God, which fear 
before him: but it ſhall not be well with the wicked, nei- 
ther ſhall he prolong his days which are as a ſhadow ; be- 
tauſe he feareth not before God. 


4._—The ſubjet may further juſtify a reflec- 
tion, that there is ſufficient cauſe for fear, when our 
national iniquities increaſe; and the greateſt neceſ- 
fity for prayer, to deprecate our deſerved puniſh- 
ment. It muſt be allowed by all, who admit the 
univerſality of divine government, that God has at 
preſent a controverſy with-nations ; and that even 
our country has manifeſt tokens of divine diſplea- 
ſure upon it. This may be ridiculed by infidelity, 


and ſlighted by ſenſuality, but will be regarded by 
humility and faith; and he who will not hear che 
rod, and conſider, who hath appointed it, may ex- 
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pect, that the collecting cloud will not diſcharge its 

contents in vain. No ſecurity have any, but by an 

intereſt in the precious promiſes of God, _—_ 

faith in Chriſt; nor will our country elude 

threatning ſtorm, unleſs by repentance, like Nine- 

veh, it is humbled before God. This we ſuggeſt, 

that all who pray, may earneſtly interceede both 

for their own ſafety, and for the advancement of 

Chriſt's kingdom amongſt us—as ſin will bring on 

and haſten our deſtruction, real religion will be a 

means of defence; and however it may be ſneered , * - 

at as enthuſiaſm, we will venture to pronounce, »* 

that our preſent freedom from greater evils than 

we have known, is _ to divine regard for his 

praying people, who ſtill cry for mercy upon our 
king and government.—Let all improve this reflec- 

tion ; and while the patience of God endures, not 

only be earneſt that they be found in the appointed 

refuge, but with fervent prayer, entreat the exerciſe 

of divine compaſſion u our nation, and all the 

kingdoms of the world, that all may become the 

kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt; and that 

all the glorious benefits of his adminiſtration be 

experienced among us. | 


THE END. 
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